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In the helical pile industry, two commonly used bolt types are A325 and 
Grade 5/Grade 8. A325 bolts are known for their high tensile strength, 
making them ideal for heavy-duty applications where load-bearing capac-
ity is critical. They offer reliable performance and can withstand substan-
tial shear forces. However, one significant drawback of A325 bolts is their 
susceptibility to corrosion, especially in environments with high moisture 
or exposure to chemicals. Regular maintenance and corrosion prevention 
measures are necessary to ensure their longevity.

In contrast, Grade 5/Grade 8 bolts are a popular alternative in the helical 
pile industry. These bolts offer enhanced corrosion resistance, making 
them more suitable for projects in corrosive environments. They are also 
typically more cost-effective than A325 bolts. However, Grade 5/Grade 8 
bolts may not possess the same level of tensile strength as A325 bolts, 
limiting their suitability for applications that require withstanding extreme 
loads.

When selecting bolts for helical piles, it is essential to strike a balance 
between strength and corrosion resistance. Proper consideration of the 
specific project requirements and environmental factors is crucial to en-
sure the longevity and performance of the helical pile system.

For more information contact me directly: 
mike.parr@fastenersdirect.com or call 585-265-1990.
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